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Week Ending Friday, April 27, 2007 

Statement on Earth Day 
April 20, 2007 

As we observe the 38th Earth Day this 
Sunday, we celebrate the rich blessings of 
our Nation’s natural resources, and we renew 
our commitment to protecting our environ-
ment so we leave our children and grand-
children a flourishing land. 

By encouraging cooperative conservation, 
innovation, and new technologies, my admin-
istration has compiled a strong environ-
mental record. This Earth Day, harmful air 
pollutant levels are down more than 10 per-
cent since 2001. Millions more Americans 
are drinking cleaner, safer water. We have 
removed hazardous fuels from more than 19 
million acres of Federal land. We have cre-
ated, restored, or protected more than 2.5 
million acres of wetlands, and we have con-
served almost 200 million of acres of habitat 
through Farm Bill conservation programs. 
And we are taking positive steps to confront 
the important challenge of climate change. 
Our work is not done. We also have a respon-
sibility to pass on to future generations our 
commitment to the environment. 

To do so, we must ensure that future gen-
erations have a strong connection to nature. 
This will require working together to protect 
and conserve not only nationally significant 
natural wonders but also local parks, ponds, 
and working lands where parents and men-
tors can teach young people about the out-
doors through recreational activities such as 
fishing, hunting, biking, and nature watching. 
And we must also encourage Americans of 
all ages to get involved in conservation-re-
lated volunteer activities. 

I call on all Americans to commemorate 
this Earth Day by recommitting to being 
good stewards of our land and oceans. When 
we do so, we take an important step forward 
to a more vibrant future for our country. 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Proclamation 8130—National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, 2007 
April 20, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is 

an opportunity to underscore our commit-
ment to protecting the rights of crime victims 
and to recognize those who bring hope and 
healing to these individuals and their fami-
lies. During this week, we especially remem-
ber and mourn the victims of the senseless 
acts of violence at Virginia Tech. A grieving 
Nation honors the innocent lives lost in this 
tragedy, and we pray for the families of the 
victims. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing safeguard our communities and to ensur-
ing that the rights of those who have been 
victimized by crime are protected. My Fam-
ily Justice Center Initiative, announced in 
2003, is now providing assistance and serv-
ices for victims of domestic violence at cen-
ters nationwide. Additionally, last year I 
signed into law the Adam Walsh Child Pro-
tection and Safety Act of 2006, which helps 
protect our youth by increasing the penalties 
for crimes against children and creating a Na-
tional Child Abuse Registry. My Administra-
tion also supports a Crime Victims’ Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution to further 
protect the basic rights of crime victims. 

During National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week and throughout the year, we remem-
ber and are grateful to our Nation’s victim 
service providers, volunteers, law enforce-
ment, and community organizations that sup-
port victims of crime through their commit-
ment and compassion. To find out more in-
formation about victims’ rights and volunteer 
opportunities, individuals may visit 
www.crimevictims.gov. Together, we can 
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